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Federal Policy Updates & 
Refugee Arrivals Data



Washington State Department of Social and Health Services

Federal Changes Affecting U.S.
Refugee Admissions Program

Executive Order
14163: Realigning the U.S.
Refugee Admissions
Program

U.S. Department
of State issues a
Stop Work Order

Executive Order 14169: 
Reevaluating and 
Realigning U.S. Foreign Aid

EO 14204:
Addressing Egregious 
Actions of Republic
of South Africa

U.S. Refugee
Admissions
Program for
South Africans

Transferring the

U.S. Programof
Initial Refugee
Resettlement
from PRM to
ORR

USCIS stopped 
processing all green 
card applications for 
refugees.

USCIS halted all 
asylum decisions.

Washington State Department of Social and Health Services

Jan. 2025:

Indefinite pause on 
refugee arrivals.

Feb.2025:

Resettlement of 
Afrikaners

Oct. 2025:

Presidential 
Determination 
Released by 
White House at 
7,500 refugees

Nov.2025:

USCIS Memo calling for 
review of all refugees.

Jan. 2026:

USCIS launches 
Operation PARRIS 
– Post-Admission 
Refugee 
Reverification and 
Integrity 
Strengthening -
in Minnesota.

ORR launches 
Program of Initial 

Resettlement

Dec.2025:

Pause in Afghan
visas, including
SIVs

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/realigning-the-united-states-refugee-admissions-program/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/realigning-the-united-states-refugee-admissions-program/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/realigning-the-united-states-refugee-admissions-program/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/realigning-the-united-states-refugee-admissions-program/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/realigning-the-united-states-refugee-admissions-program/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/realigning-the-united-states-refugee-admissions-program/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/realigning-the-united-states-refugee-admissions-program/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/realigning-the-united-states-refugee-admissions-program/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/realigning-the-united-states-refugee-admissions-program/
https://za.usembassy.gov/refugee-admissions-program-for-south-africans/
https://za.usembassy.gov/refugee-admissions-program-for-south-africans/
https://za.usembassy.gov/refugee-admissions-program-for-south-africans/
https://za.usembassy.gov/refugee-admissions-program-for-south-africans/
https://za.usembassy.gov/refugee-admissions-program-for-south-africans/
https://za.usembassy.gov/refugee-admissions-program-for-south-africans/
https://za.usembassy.gov/refugee-admissions-program-for-south-africans/
https://www.aila.org/presidential-determination-on-transferring-the-united-states-program-of-initial-refugee-resettlement
https://www.aila.org/presidential-determination-on-transferring-the-united-states-program-of-initial-refugee-resettlement
https://www.aila.org/presidential-determination-on-transferring-the-united-states-program-of-initial-refugee-resettlement
https://www.aila.org/presidential-determination-on-transferring-the-united-states-program-of-initial-refugee-resettlement
https://www.aila.org/presidential-determination-on-transferring-the-united-states-program-of-initial-refugee-resettlement
https://www.aila.org/presidential-determination-on-transferring-the-united-states-program-of-initial-refugee-resettlement
https://www.aila.org/presidential-determination-on-transferring-the-united-states-program-of-initial-refugee-resettlement
https://www.aila.org/presidential-determination-on-transferring-the-united-states-program-of-initial-refugee-resettlement
https://www.aila.org/presidential-determination-on-transferring-the-united-states-program-of-initial-refugee-resettlement
https://www.aila.org/presidential-determination-on-transferring-the-united-states-program-of-initial-refugee-resettlement
https://www.aila.org/presidential-determination-on-transferring-the-united-states-program-of-initial-refugee-resettlement


Washington State Department of Social and Health Services

Federal Office of Refugee Resettlement 
(ORR)
Refugee Stats FY26

Refugees: 16,287 
South Africans, 5 

Afghans

WA: 480 
South 

Africans

Amerasians: 30

WA: 0

SIVs: 2,646

WA: 169

https://www.rpc.state.gov/admissions-and-arrivals/


Washington State Department of Social and Health Services

Refugee and Humanitarian Arrivals
Washington State 

2016 – 2026 (year-to-date)
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Source:  Refugee Arrivals Data System (RADS), Arrival and Services Data Matching; Retrieved on Aug. 13, 2026. 



Refugee and Humanitarian Arrivals
Washington State FY 2025 - 2026

Immigration Status FFY 2025 FFY 2026

Asylee
1,039

293 

Cuban/Haitian Entrant
69 0

Refugee
1,280 

349 

Special Immigrant Visas
1,719 

180

Ukrainian Humanitarian Parolee 790 *

Victims of Trafficking 42 12 

Grand Total
4,934 

836

Source:  Refugee Arrivals Data System (RADS), Arrival and Services Data Matching; Retrieved on Aug. 13, 2026



Washington State Department of Social and Health Services



Resources



Washington Immigrant 
Information Center

• Three videos about HR 1 Apple Health Changes

• Translated into eight different languages

• Infographic about HR 1 Eligibility Changes

• Future information about Work Requirements

https://www.wa-immigrant.info/en-us
https://www.wa-immigrant.info/en-us


Resources – Medicaid Changes

https://wa-immigrant.zendesk.com/hc/article_attachments/39079008554781
https://wa-immigrant.zendesk.com/hc/article_attachments/39079008554781
https://wa-immigrant.zendesk.com/hc/article_attachments/39079008554781


Apple Health Changes FAQ

https://www.wa-immigrant.info/en-us/articles/39027162876189


Additional Medicaid Informational 
Resources

• Changes to Apple Health: 
How Will This Impact Me?

• Changes to Apple Health: 
What Healthcare Options 
Are Available?

• Apple Health Changes for 
Refugees and Immigrants

Video Playlists

• English

• Spanish

• French

• Ukrainian

• Russian

• Chinese

• Vietnamese

• Korean

https://www.wa-immigrant.info/en-us/articles/39027188897181
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutube.com%2Fplaylist%3Flist%3DPLfOaEOGZyuCI%26si%3DgGeATmv5872-O4wA&data=05%7C02%7CEllie.Dawson%40dshs.wa.gov%7C84020e51f9f64eca2a6208df2ba70730%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C639277668514167921%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rWv1jFODADvl0xh3k4b29FyQHapZQ6I32pSHxlNJWSA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutube.com%2Fplaylist%3Flist%3DPLfOaEOGZyuCI%26si%3DgGeATmv5872-O4wA&data=05%7C02%7CEllie.Dawson%40dshs.wa.gov%7C84020e51f9f64eca2a6208df2ba70730%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C639277668514167921%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rWv1jFODADvl0xh3k4b29FyQHapZQ6I32pSHxlNJWSA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutube.com%2Fplaylist%3Flist%3DPLAVb9GXnCtpc%26si%3DqCd5PHoBMI6FRVr2&data=05%7C02%7CEllie.Dawson%40dshs.wa.gov%7C84020e51f9f64eca2a6208df2ba70730%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C639277668514185721%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=07pWn0%2FqwNS7CAUuNIL1KNqOx7z2x1h0GTu91rTENWk%3D&reserved=0
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ORIA Refugee Health Promotion Program

• Services include:
• Medical and mental health 
navigation

• Applying for charity care

• Linking to federally qualified 
health centers

https://app.smartsheet.com/b/publish?EQBCT=67d17e7ceb05495e91921bd98a20a4dd


Refugee 
Youth 
Resource 
Center

https://www.refugee-youth.org/
https://www.refugee-youth.org/
https://www.refugee-youth.org/
https://www.refugee-youth.org/


Washington State Department of Social and Health Services

Switchboard

https://www.switchboardta.org/resources/


Washington State Department of Social and Health Services

Switchboard Resource Map

https://www.switchboardta.org/resource-map/


Refugee School Impact (RSI) 
Program Overview



Washington State Department of Social and Health Services

ORR Policy Letter: RSI Goals & 
Implementation

• Program: “activities that lead to the effective integration 
and education of eligible children and youth.”

• Goals: “The RSI’s program goals are to promote academic 
performance and successful integration of ORR eligible 
children and youth ages 5 (or the age at which they enter 
school) until the age of 18 through facilitating education 
access, and increasing school districts’ capacity to support 
children, youth and families.” (emphasis added)

From PL 22-07

https://acf.gov/sites/default/files/documents/orr/orr-pl-22-07-refugee-school-impact-2021-12-08-revised.pdf
https://acf.gov/sites/default/files/documents/orr/orr-pl-22-07-refugee-school-impact-2021-12-08-revised.pdf
https://acf.gov/sites/default/files/documents/orr/orr-pl-22-07-refugee-school-impact-2021-12-08-revised.pdf


Washington State Department of Social and Health Services

Refugee School Impact (RSI) Eligibility

Children from 
birth until start 
of Kindergarten

Children/youth from 
Kindergarten through 

12th Grade/GED 
Program

Parents of 
eligible 

children

Early RSI School-Age RSI



Washington State Department of Social and Health Services

RSI Co-Enrollment Q/A

Question Answer

Can an Early RSI child also be enrolled in 
School-Age RSI?

No.

Can an Early RSI parent also be enrolled in 
School-Age RSI?

Yes! If they have children eligible for both 
programs.

Can RSI clients enroll in more than 1 RSI 
program?

Yes! As long as services are different.

Can RSI clients enroll in RYMP? Yes! As long as services are different.



RSI Co-Enrollment Examples
Example Client Program Service(s) Are Services 

Distinct?
Allowable?

Margaret RSI – Agency A Tutoring Yes Yes

Margaret RSI – Agency B Mentoring

Example Client Program Service(s) Are Services 
Distinct?

Allowable?

Yuliia RSI – Agency B Math tutoring No No

Yuliia RSI – Agency C Math tutoring

Example Client Program Service(s) Are Services 
Distinct?

Allowable?

Ahmed RYMP – Agency A Mentoring, FAFSA 
Application Support

Some

Distinct: Mentoring 
(RYMP); School 
orientation (RSI)

Same: FAFSA 
Application Support

Some

Yes: Mentoring 
(RYMP); School 
orientation (RSI)

No: FAFSA 
Application Support

Ahmed RSI – Agency A School orientation, 
FAFSA Application 
Support
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RSI 
Eligible 
Statuses

Refugee

Amerasian

Asylee

Cuban and Haitian Entrant

Afghan and Iraqi Special Immigrant

Certain Afghan Humanitarian Parolees

Certain Ukrainian Humanitarian Parolees

Victims of Human Trafficking
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RSI Length of Program Eligibility

Maximum 
eligibility for 
everyone is 5 

years

Must MAINTAIN 
an eligible status



ORIA Reminders and 
Updates
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DSHS Background Checks
This year, ORIA requires provider staff/volunteers who may 
be alone with minors or vulnerable adults to undergo DSHS 
Background Checks.

More information will be sent out on the process soon.

Until that information is received, providers must 
continue their internal background check 
processes/procedures followed in previous years.
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Alien Numbers – Updated ORR 
Requirements

MUST be collected for 
all new FY27 clients 
before enrollment

Copy of documentation 
showing alien number 

must be kept on file

If a client does not have 
an alien number, 

contact SOWA

ORIA Immigration 
Eligibility Declaration 

form will NOT be 
implemented in FY27

https://acf.gov/sites/default/files/documents/orr/ORR-PL-16-01-Documentation-Guide_1.pdf
https://acf.gov/sites/default/files/documents/orr/ORR-PL-16-01-Documentation-Guide_1.pdf
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Mandatory Reporting

All ORIA providers are mandatory reporters

Providers are responsible for 
understanding (and training staff on) their 
legal responsibilities and how to report 
when necessary
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Planning Ahead: FY28 and Beyond
What We Know What We Don’t Know

ORIA federal funding expected to significantly 
decrease in FY28 (which starts 10/1/27).

Exactly how much funding ORIA will receive.

ORR expects states to prioritize employment 
programming. This does not exclude other types of 
programming from receiving funding. 

What programs will continue and at what funding 
amount.

ORIA will continue working with providers across 
the state to fund refugee & immigrant services. 

What programs will continue and at what funding 
amount.

Refugee School Impact Program will close at the 
end of FY27.

Whether child/youth programming will continue in 
FY28 and what that may look like.

ORIA will be seeking community input (including 
your organization’s) to determine funding priorities 
moving forward. We need your help deciding how 
to allocate FY28 funds!

Results of that input & final FY28 decisions.

ORIA WILL keep providers informed as we get closer to FY28!
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Planning Ahead
• In FY27, we are continuing to provide important and 
high-quality RSIP services to children and parents.

• We also need to plan for program wind-down.

• This includes: 
• What is the timeline for a winddown by 8/31/27?

• Client services

• Reporting

• How can clients have a smooth transition out of RSIP?
• What resources do providers and clients need?
• What support would you need from SOWA/ORIA to wind 

down RSIP?



Washington State Department of Social and Health Services

THANK YOU!

Parents

For your work supporting Children

Educators

Here’s to a great Fiscal Year 2027!

And Helping Make Washington a Welcoming Place!

We are starting a full year of important work ahead
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Questions?



Thank you!

Ellie Dawson, ORIA Program Manager

Ellie.Dawson@dshs.wa.gov
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